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Alain Tallon, La Corn pagnie du Saint-Sacrernent: 1629-17667 (Paris: 
Cerf, 1990. Pp. 189. 76 francs [about $14.00]). Saint Vincent de Paul's 
participation in the partially secret society known as the Company of 
the Blessed Sacrament is a virtually unexplored area of his life. One 
reason is the lack of primary sources on the company, many of which 
were deliberately destroyed. This work attempts to present as much as 
is known about this controversial and influential group, which included 
many of the famous figures of Vincent's period. 
Catalogue des Publications (Bibliotheque Vincentienne. 2 vols. Volume 
1 (Paris: 1988), volume 2 (Paris: 1990). The Vincentian province of Paris 
has recently published two important bibliographical works, valuable 
for any Vincentian library. Each follows the same general format in 
cataloguing works in French, whether books, periodicals, or contribu-
tions to other publications, about Saint Vincent de Paul (volume one) 
and Saint Louise de Marillac (volume two). One valuable element of 
these bibliographies is an indication of the type of work, for example, 
scholarly research, and the place in France where the work is available 
for consultation in houses of the Vincentians or the Daughters of 
Charity. These volumes are available from the Procure, Filles de la 
Charité, Rue du Bac 140,75007 Paris, France. The two volumes cost 100 
francs, about $19.00. 
La Corn pagnie des Filles de la Charité aux Origines; documents (Tours: 
Mame, 1989). The editor, Elizabeth Charpy, D.C., has gathered together 
the principal documents concerning the origins of the Daughters of 
Charity. These are principally the letters, in whole or in part, written to 
Louise de Marillac by Vincent de Paul. Other letters to Saint Louise are 
also published here, probably for the first time. The rest of the nearly 850 
documents are official papers, such as rules and contracts of foundation 
of the Company and individual houses. There are also unofficial 
papers, such as Saint Louise's personal notes on various matters and 
papers pertaining to her life, such as her marriage contract, letters from 
her son, and her will. Helpful tables and a good index complete the 
book. Of special interest is a listing of specific seventeenth-century 
terms. These are not wherever they appear in the text in order to 
facilitate ease in reading. This volume is joined by the 1983 publication, 
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in the same format, of Louise's spiritual writings, that is, her letters and 
written thoughts on religious topics. Both volumes are available from 
the Procure, Filles dela Charité, rue du Bac 140,75007 Paris, France. The 
price for the Documents is 80 francs (about $15.00) and the spiritual 
writings, 70 francs (about $13.00). 
The Spiritual Writings of Saint Louise deMarillac, mentioned above, is 
available in an English translation by Sister Louise Sullivan, D.C. 
Copies of this translation of Saint Louise's writings can be purchased for 
$3.00 plus shipping. For information contact The Secretariat, DePaul 
Provincial House, 96 Menands Road, Albany, New York 12204-1499. 
Saint Louise also figures in Joanne Turpin, Women in Church His-
tory: 20 Stories for 20 Centuries (Cincinnati: Saint Anthony Messenger 
Press, 1990. Paper. Pp. 175, $6.95). Criteria of personal holiness, moral 
courage, and the importance of the individual's contribution to the 
history of the church guided the selection of these twenty women. 
The significant role played by the Daughters of Charity, along with 
many other communities, in American health care is the focus of Pioneer 
Healers: The History of Women Religious in American Health Care, edited by 
Ursula Stepsis and Dolores Liptak (New Y York: Crossroads, 1989. Pp. 
342,$24.50). Individual periods in American life constitute the chapters 
of the book, each written by a different author. Brief biographies of 
individual sisters, followed by extensive appendices round out the 
volume. Sister Margaret John Kelly, D.C. contributed the final chapter 
on the future of this ministry. A recent reviewer called that chapter "of 
special interest ... a thought-provoking analysis ... and contains en-
lightening predictions concerning the changes Catholic health care will 
undergo in the next decades." 
The Vincentian Province of Panama has recently published a 
memorial booklet, Padre Nico: quiero ser buena noticia, in honor of Father 
Nicolás van Kleef, C.M. A native of the Netherlands, Father van Kleef 
worked in Panama as a member of the Eastern Province of the Vincentian 
Community. Confined to a wheelchair as a result of an automobile 
accident, he worked tirelessly in the Panamanian apostolate. He was 
murdered by a member of the Panamanian defense forces on 7 May 
1989. For further information, contact Reverend John Prager, C.M., 
Parroquia de la Concepción, Concepción, Chiriqui, Republic of Panama. 
217 
Dissertation 
Elie Delpiace, a French Vincentian, recently completed a significant 
dissertation at the Sorbonne on one aspect of the history of the Congre-
gation of the Mission, "La reception de la Constitution LJnigenitus par la 
Congregation de la Mission, 1711-1724." The Constitution Unigenitus 
was issued by Pope Clement XI primarily as a condemnation of certain 
propositions taken from the works of Cornelius Jansen, or Jansenius, 
the intellectual father of French Jansenism. Delplace's research shows 
that Jansenism had infected the Congregation of the Mission to such an 
extent that several of its members, especially in France, chose to leave 
the Congregation rather than accept the papal condemnation. 
Journal Articles 
Bulletin des Lazaristes de France is the monthly publication of the two 
French provinces of the Congregation of the Mission, Paris and Toulouse, 
and of the many missions supposed by these provinces, such as 
Cameroon, Vietnam, and Madagascar. In some ways the Bulletin replaces 
the old Annales de la Congregation de la Mission, which is no longer 
published. It contains two parts: the official section, with news of 
provincial business, personnel, and such like, and the unofficial, which 
offers studies of Vincentian interest, including biographies of individual 
Vincentians and death notices. 
The issue of February-March 1990, no. 122, signals 1990 as the 
Perboyre year, with commemorations planned for the 150th anniver-
sary of the death of the Vincentian missionary, Jean-Gabriel Perboyre, 
martyred in China in 1840. Father Jean Gonthier, C.M., presents a 
lengthy study of the correspondence of Saint Louise in 1646, a year of 
major developments. This study will continue for the next several 
issues. The provincial of the Paris province, Father Claude Lautissier, 
C.M. reports on his visit to the Vincentians and Daughters of Charity in 
Vietnam. This was the first visit possible in fifteen years. 
A report on consultations regarding a possible common approach 
to formation for Vincentian candidates in Africa appears in issue 123, 
April-May 1990. The provincials of Europe and the Middle East met in 
Paris in April to begin an international conference of European 
provincials, similar to that in Latin America. 
The issue of June-July 1990, no. 124, commemorates the centenary 
of the death of Father Antoine Nicolle, C.M., whose piety led to the 
spread of the devotion to the Holy Agony in the Double Family. Father 
Nicolle, born in France in 1817, founded the Confraternity of the Holy 
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Agony in 1862 and the Sisters of Gethsemane in 1864. The charism of 
this community is to honor the agony of Jesus in Gethsemane, which is 
lived out today in the poorest of the poor. 
The Bulletin des Lazaristes de France is available from the Secretariat, 
rue de Cherche-Midi 88, 75006, Paris, France. 
The Spring 1990 issue of Colloque, published by the Irish province 
of the Congregation of the Mission, deals with the provincial convoca-
tion held in the summer of 1989. It also includes a study of the house at 
Armagh, which was directed by the province from 1861 to 1988. Father 
Thomas Davitt, C.M., the editor, has written a brief notice on Bishop 
John Francis Gnidovec of Skopje. This Yugoslav Vincentian was widely 
considered to be a saint during his lifetime, and the cause of his 
canonization has been introduced. 
Echoes of the Company, the English language version of an official 
French publication of the Daughters of Charity, regularly carries news 
and studies of wider Vincentian interest. The issues of March and April 
1990 contain interesting information on the work of the Daughters of 
Charity in Turkey. The year 1989 marked the 150th anniversary of their 
arrival in Istanbul, for what has always been a difficult and challenging 
mission. Sister Marie Genevieve Roux, D.C., analyzes the personalities 
and lives of the first sisters in the time of Saint Louise and draws some 
conclusions for her charism today. 
CLAPVI (Conferencia Latinoamericana de Provincias Vicentinas) 
is the conference of the Vincentian provinces of Latin America. It is also 
the title of a bulletin, published in Bogota, Colombia, by the conference. 
Like the Bulletin des Lazaristes de France, it carries news relating to 
various provinces, as well as occasional studies of general Vincentian 
interest. In general, each issue is under the editorial control of a different 
province. Issue 67, April-June 1990, published by Panama, focuses on 
the work of the congregation of the Mission in that country. It eulogizes 
Nicolás van Kleef, a Dutch Vincentian murdered there in 1989. An 
article by Francisco Beckman Hernández, part of a university thesis, 
reviews the influence of devotion to the Miraculous Medal in the 
evangelization work of the Vincentians in Panama. The CLAPVI bulle-
tin is available from the secretary, Carrera 30-A, No. 24-81, Bogota, 
Columbia, for $10.00 a year. 
The Roman province of the Congregation of the Mission publishes 
Annali della Missione, established specifically for Vincentian studies 
since other journals in Italy deal with more popular themes, such as the 
work of the missions. Issue 4, October - December 1989, contains a 
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lengthy study of the virtue of humility in the life and work of Saint 
Vincent by Stefano Cavalotto, C.M. He regards it as an original feature 
in the spirituality of the founder. In the same issue Luigi Chierotti 
describes the recently reprinted Malgach catechism. This work dates 
from the time of Saint Vincent and certainly carries his spirit to the work 
of evangelization in Madagascar. The catechism was the first book 
published in the Malgach language, with French or Latin on facing 
pages, and it contains a version of the daily prayers said by Vincentians 
elsewhere in the world. 
The Madrid province of the Congregation of the Mission publishes 
the Anales for Spanish Vincentians and the Daughters of Charity, both 
in Spain and in the many countries where they work. Issue 3, March 
1990, continuing the commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the 
Spanish Daughters of Charity, has an article on the work of the commu-
nity in India, of interest because most of the sisters came from Spain. 
Issue 5, May-June  1990, contains further news of the bicentennial. In 
another article Father José Maria Roman, the editor, analyzes at length 
the complex and, at times, painful history of the Congregation in Spain. 
This issue also contains a report on the celebration for Father José Maria 
Alcácer, a renowned organist and composer of religious music, who is 
a member of the Madrid province. He was recently granted a papal 
recognition for his life's work. 
MEG ViS, the German language bulletin of Vincentian studies, has 
been concentrating on Saint Louise de Marillac in view of the 400th 
anniversary of her birth to be celebrated in 1991. This occasion furnished 
the theme for the annual Vincentian studies conference held in April 
1990. Father Sjef Sarneel, C.M., spoke of the Marian devotion of Saint 
Louise, such as her devotion to the rosary, her use of the title "co-
redemptrix" for Mary, and the Immaculate Conception. Father Gerard 
van Winsen, C.M., analyzed the correspondence between Vincent and 
Louise and presented the main lines of their relationship as found in 
their correspondence. 
Issue 27,1990. Contains additional studies by the same two authors 
on the French revolution and the sack of Saint Lazare, the Vincentian 
motherhouse, on 13 July 1789, and on Saint Vincent as a careful 
manager. The latter theme has been a recurring one in various quarters 
in the last few years. Father Sarneel also continues his study of the 
influential biography of Saint Vincent de Paul by Pierre Coste, C.M., by 
offering observations and corrections of Coste's work on the basis of 
more recent studies. 
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James M. Woods, "To the Suburb of Hell': Catholic Missionaries in 
Arkansas, 1803-1843," Arkansas Historical Quarterly 48 (Autumn 
1989):217-42. This is an excellent survey of Catholic missionary activity 
in Arkansas in the early part of the nineteenth century. It contains an 
account of the work done by Fathers John Timon, C.M., and John Mary 
Odin, C.M. Special emphasis is laid on the pastoral concerns of Joseph 
Rosati, C.M., first bishop of Saint Louis, who had pastoral responsibility 
for the area. 
Patrick Foley, "Jean-Marie Odin, C.M., Missionary Bishop 
Extraordinaire of Texas," The Journal of Texas Catholic History and Culture 
1 (no. 1, March 1990):42-60. This is a well written and well researched 
article on the pioneer Vincentian who was the first Bishop of Galveston 
and then archbishop of New Orleans. It surveys Odin's early life and 
then of this missionary work in Texas. Professor Foley is currently 
working on a biography of Odin. This inaugural issue of the Journal also 
contains Professor Foley's review of The American Vincentians: A Popular 
History of the Congregation of the Mission in the United States, 1815-1987, 
recently published under the auspices of the Vincentian Studies Insti-
tute. "Objectively written by experienced and respected historians, 
amply documented from archival sources, and ably supported with 
meaningful appendixes containing excellent statistics on the congrega-
tion, The American Vincentians is an example of serious historical 
research." The Journal of Texas Catholic History and Culture is published 
by the Texas Catholic Historical Society in cooperation with other 
agencies and foundations. It is sent to all members of the Texas Catholic 
Historical Society (annual dues $10.00) and single issues are sold for 
$6.00. Information can be obtained from the Texas Catholic Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 13327, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711. 
A well received new work, A. Lloyd Moote, Louis XIII, the Just 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989, xiv + 401 pp.  $29.95), 
presents a revisionist view of one of the most important personages in 
the lifetime of Saint Vincent de Paul. The author seeks to correct the 
traditional view of Louis XIII as a neurotic who was totally dependent 
on his minister, Cardinal Richelieu and did little that was original or 
lasting. Moote's portrait is that of a capable, if limited, monarch who 
sincerely had the good of the nation and its people at heart. There is a 
good brief summary of Richelieu's repression of the conspiracy that led 
to the execution of Saint Louise de Marillac's uncle, an act that Moote 
calls "a blot on the reign" (227). The work deals with Saint Vincent in 
regard to the king's last days and Richelieu's attempts to get evidence 
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against the Jansenist leader, Saint-Cyran (258-59, 262). This work and 
Ruth Kleinman's Anne of Austria: Queen of France (Columbus: Ohio State 
University Press, 1985) offer valuable new information on the world of 
Saint Vincent de Paul. 
